
York Gardens Library, Public Meeting 

 
On 20th August 2011, Battersea Labour Party 
hosted a community meeting at York Gardens 

Library.  
 

This booklet is a summary of those comments. It is just the 
start of what we hope is a constructive conversation, to 

improve the area we call home.  
 

177 Lavender Hill, London, SW11 5TE 
020 7223 5306 

 
Battersea Labour on Twitter 

 
Find us on Facebook: Friends of Battersea Labour Party 

 

www.labourbattersea.co.uk 



 

Dear Neighbour, 

 

 

The riots and looting of early August were truly shocking; the night of 
Monday 8th August still evokes feelings of fear, anger and sadness. 
 
Yet the morning after the devastation we saw how people can pull together. 
Hundreds of volunteers came out at Clapham Junction with brooms to start 
cleaning up the mess. 
  
There have since been countless other acts of kindness between 
neighbours, and between strangers. It is this sense of optimism and unity 
that we must build on. 
  
Members of Battersea Labour Party and local councillors have been out in 
the community every day since the riots listening to parents, teenagers, 
shopkeepers and policemen – as part of this dialogue we set up a public 
meeting in York Gardens Library on Saturday 20th August. 
  
We heard a real determination from residents that we must all pull together 
as a community. We are now working with local people to set up a 
Residents' Association on the Winstanley Estate and we're supporting 
their work to set up a professional internship scheme for local 
teenagers on estates. 
  
To ensure the community‟s goodwill was turned into lasting good works, 
your local Labour councillors linked up with the organisers of the Riot Clean 
Up at Clapham Junction to spring clean a community garden on the 
Doddington Estate that had been overgrown and out of use to residents 
for many years. 
  
It was wonderful to see more than 40 volunteers come to this 'Dig for the 
Dodd' and help give children a new place to play and their parents the 
satisfaction of growing their own food. 
  
It will take time to make sense of what happened in Clapham Junction - 
and how we can ensure nothing as terrible happens in Battersea again. 

 

1. The community meeting in York Gardens Library. 2. Ken Livingstone at Clapham Junction. 3. Cllr 
Simon Hogg clearing up in Clapham Junction. 4. A group discussing the riots at York Gardens Library.  

We can admit that both Labour and the Tories played their part to make 
modern Britain the way it is, and let‟s also admit that no political party has 
all the answers to this problem. 
  
There are no easy answers: the finger can be pointed at society at large, 
parents, and of course the individuals themselves. 
  
We want to hear how the riots affected you, and what you think should    

happen next. 

 

 

 

 

Labour Councillors  

 

Tony Belton, tbelton@wandsworth.gov.uk 
Simon Hogg, shogg@wandsworth.gov.uk 
Wendy Speck, wspeck@wandsworth.gov.uk 



DIG FOR THE DODDINGTON 

Battersea Labour Party has linked up with 

the organisers of the Riot Clean Up at 

Clapham Junction in an effort to turn the 

amazing good will of the 'broom army' into 

lasting good works for the local 

community. 

 

Local Labour Councillor Tony Belton  

said: "The first project we chose was to 

clean out a community garden on the 

Doddington Estate that had been 

overgrown and out of use to residents for 

many years. 

“This 'Dig for the Dodd' shows just how 

much people care, there is a real sense 

that people want to help each other in our 

community which is something we as 

Battersea Labour Party really want to 

build on. It‟s just a shame that for so many 

years Wandsworth council have „given up‟ 

on many parts of where we call home.” 

 

 

To get involved email : 

tbelton@wandsworth.gov.uk 

YOUR SAFER NEIGHBOUROOD TEAM 

The Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) is 

comprised of  Police Officers and Police 

Community Support Officers (PCSOs) 

who are dedicated to making your 

neighbourhood a safer place to live in, 

work in and visit.  

 

They listen and talk to members of the 

community, and find out what affects your 

daily life and feelings of security. Their 

priorities are then set by the local 

community and they work with you and 

other agencies to find lasting solutions. 

The team holds a public meeting every 

other month which is an excellent 

opportunity to get involved in the policing 

of your community and let the police know 

the issues which really matter to you. 

 

Visit: www.met.police.uk/

saferneighbourhoods  To learn more 

about your Safer Neighbourhood team 

their priorities in your area. 

Contact your SNT on 07747 757397 

A Residents’ 

Association gives 

you the chance to 

influence 

decisions about 

how your area is 

run.  

 
They also help keep 
residents informed, 
improve community 
spirit and can secure 
funding and training 
from the council. 
 
Local Councillor Simon Hogg says: 
"There was a real determination from 
everyone at the riots public meeting 
that we must pull together as a 
community. The local Labour Party is 
now working with local people to set up 
a Residents' Association on the 
Winstanley Estate and we're 
supporting their work to set up a 
professional internship scheme for 
local teenagers." 
 
Senia Dedic added: “I moved into my 
estate in 2005 and was very happy 
with the location but not with the 
deprived and neglected look of the 
neighbourhood, which made me 
unsure of the people and ashamed 
when someone came to visit. 
 
“Through our Residents Association we 
campaigned for new front doors, 
CCTV, new fences, new paving, new 
loft and cavity wall insulation, new 
lighting, a new entrance sign and 
garden, new trees and plants.” 
 
“As a result, our estate became much 
safer, looked nicer and felt like home.” 

JOIN YOUR RESIDENTS’ ASSCIATION 

“ 

” 

Because complaining 
from my four walls won't 
get me anywhere! 
  
My friends and 
neighbours would like to 
see, and live in, a 
different community. 
Some aren't doing 
anything about it 
and some are . . . 
 
We all know what the 
problems are, but what‟s 
the point, if no-one will 
do anything about it? 
  
For those who want 
change, joining the 
Residents‟ Association 
seems an excellent 
place to start!  
 
I don‟t want to live in a 
neighbourhood of  
'talkers not doers' and I 
also refuse to live in a 
neighbourhood where 
everyone else does all 
the hard work and I just 
reap the benefits. 
  
Change begins with me. 

Local resident  

Selene Jordan on why she is 
joining her Residents' Association 



On Saturday 20 August 2011, Battersea Labour Party hosted a public 

meeting to discuss the riots that had taken place less than two 

weeks earlier and just a few hundred metres away in Clapham 

Junction. Like everyone, we struggled to comprehend why such 

lawlessness had broken out amongst us and what could be done to 

try to ensure that it would not happen again. As the judicial process 

takes its course against those charged, we wanted to talk to those 

who were most directly affected by the riots and listen to how those 

nights had changed their lives, why they thought it had happened 

and what should be done next. Dozens turned up to give their view in 

intimate group discussions with various members and councillors 

from Battersea Labour Party. 

 

The following is a general summary of all the thoughts and 

observations that were given that day. 

It was clear that those who attended had been 

frightened during the riots. Some had turned their 

lights off at home to avoid drawing attention to 

themselves as the looters ran rampant through the 

estates where the attendees lived. In particular, the 

fear of the situation was heightened by the fact that 

the police had been called by several of the meeting‟s 

attendees, as early as 3 o'clock that afternoon, but 

they had not turned up either to protect the residents 

nor the fire brigade who were needed to combat the 

fires at the Party Superstore and elsewhere. It was 

immediately apparent that the response of the police 

to the riots at Clapham Junction in particular would 

need to be examined thoroughly and that the police 

should account fully for their actions taken and 

decisions made that night.  

People’s Reaction to the Riots 

One clear theme that came through from the discussions with those in 

attendance was the need for more support for parents and in particular single 

parents.  

There was a clear feeling that parents are not valued and they feel isolated. It 

was felt that parents‟ desire to do their best by their children was often 

frustrated by such parents' own potential lack of self-esteem or confidence 

compounded by a lack of support available to parents generally from schools 

and the Wandsworth Council.   

Comparisons were drawn between the feeling of marginalisation from society 

that many parents feel and the feeling of marginalisation from society that 

many of the rioters no doubt felt. 

Parents 

Whilst recognising that the overwhelming majority of 

those charged with offences had no connection to 

gangs and were over the age of 18, many of those 

felt that the treatment of young people in the 

community; the way that some of those young 

people behaved in the community; the involvement 

by some young people in gangs; and unemployment 

and poverty, all played a key role in creating the environment that 

led to the riots. Many of these issues had been problematic for many 

years, meaning that those in early adulthood were still afflicted with 

the same issues. 

  

In particular, for those still in education, the lack of money was cited 
as being particularly problematic. It was felt that employers are no 
longer willing to give short term employment (after school or in the 
holidays) to young people, as they did a generation ago. Not only 
are young people not able to earn spending money as their parents 
did, but they do not in turn benefit from the skills and values learnt 
from an employee/employer relationship  

Young People Issues 

Notes from the York Gardens Library Public Meeting 

Broom
  army 

Public meeting 

Deva
sta
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It was felt by many that not only were young 

people suffering from a lack of aspiration, role 

models, education and employment opportunities, 

but that also there was a lack of expectation of 

young people. 

 

It is frightening for a young person not to have 

boundaries, defined roles and discipline. Instead, 

many young people look to themselves, to gangs or the media (one resident 

said we allow Eastenders to bring up our kids) for these roles, in turn leading to 

the identification of police and authority as a destructive force in their lives. The 

mob mentality of the riots themselves was cited as evidence of this; how only a 

few people started the trouble and how others, encouraged by the lack of police 

response (particularly after some kids had attacked the police station directly 

without a response) combined with a sense of belonging to something greater 

than themselves, played a part in starting the violence. When residents, police 

and authorities are scared of children as young as 11, something is very wrong 

but we need to look to ourselves, not the children, for the problem. 

 

To counter the “we want” attitude of many young people, those in authority 

(police, community leaders, parents, teachers) should make it clear what society 

expects from these young people.  

 

Scepticism was raised of the government‟s proposal for mandatory national 

service as it was felt that this would not tackle the core needs of young people 

such as money, discipline and a sense of belonging to something worthwhile. 

Instead, it was important for young people to receive respect from someone with 

whom they already have a relationship and to give that respect in turn. Concern 

was raised over the closure of local youth clubs and hostels by Wandsworth 

Council. 

 

Whilst discipline and expectation of our youth was felt to be lacking, this was 

differentiated from an aggressive response to bad behaviour. Residents sited a 

cycle of bad behaviour and reoffending. How a short term prison sentence led to 

a criminal record and in turn, long term unemployment. How expulsion from 

school to a pupil referral unit only increased a child‟s sense of isolation and 

worthlessness. The ring leaders of the looters, those who gathered with cars to 

collect the spoils and send the young back to get more, were themselves the 

product of our prison system. 

 

Expectations of Young People 

Damage done 

Not only was the response of the police on the night the 

subject of criticism, but many of those who attended the 

meeting criticised the way police carried out their duties in 

general given the problems they faced. In particular, some 

suggested the police were disrespectful and aggressive when 

they carried out stop and search, and so if the police act in 

that way, why should those that are the subject of such 

searches act any differently?   

The lack of any continuity in policing was also highlighted, with 

many residents feeling that there was no longer a visible 

community police officer that had a relationship with and 

working knowledge of the community. Instead the police had 

become a faceless, aggressive force in the community, over-

utilising the hard powers given to them and under-utilising the 

softer powers of leading by example and persuasion. 

In addition, a lack of communication generally from the police 

was cited for concern. Many residents know who the 

individuals are who cause the most disruption in the 

community but are unaware of what action the police might be 

taking to address such issues. In addition to the lack of 

communication over the killing of Mark Duggan in Tottenham, 

the example of the murder of Mahad Mohammed in July 2011 

near Pennethorne House was raised as another example 

where the police had failed to adequately communicate to the 

community what steps where being taken to ensure that 

Mahad's killers were being brought to justice. 

 

 

Policing in the Community 

Public meeting The clean up 



The residents at the meeting also raised some very practical concerns that 

they would like to see addressed. 

 

Community Resources 

 

Using York Gardens Library as a „Big Society‟ project was seen by many as a 

mistake given the practical needs of the local community. A number of people 

felt the Library could be better utilised to provide not just activities for the 

young, but also as a venue where support for parents could be made 

available. One resident even suggesting a boxing club being hosted there. In 

addition, the decision by Wandsworth Council to charge children to play in 

Battersea Park Adventure Playground was seen as counter-productive both in 

sending the wrong message of Wandsworth Council's concern for the 

residents and in limiting the numbers of children who most need a safe place 

to play under supervision of both parents and council authorities.  

 

Local Problems on Housing Estates 

 

Dog fighting, public drug dealing and also public drinking in the common area 

outside York Gardens Library were raised as examples of criminal activity that 

it was felt were not being given enough attention by the authorities. Generally, 

security on the estate such as the provision of a round the clock caretaker 

and CCTV were requested to ensure security generally, particularly at 

congregation points in council blocks such as the public walkways and the 

stairwells. 

 

Social Networking 

 

Residents also considered granting the police the power to shut down 

blackberry messenger and also other social networking devices in times of 

public crises such as the riot. Whilst there was general support for this 

measure, concern was raised on the impact of such wide sweeping measures 

on those who were not guilty of any offence and also about how such powers 

could be misused to prevent the organisation of legitimate and peaceful 

protest against the authorities. 

Next Steps 

In the past few months we have seen the very worst and the 
very best of London and Londoners. The summer riots both 
in London and in cities up and down England were a tragedy 
on so many levels. For small business owners who have 
seen their shops and livelihoods looted, communities 
damaged and ripped apart, it was devastating. I am on your 

side and all of London stands behind you.  
 
It has been incredible to see how ordinary Londoners have 
come together to support their local communities. It is those 
images of Battersea's residents with brooms, clearing up the 
mess, which resonated around the world and showed the 
true spirit of London.  
 
In the light of the riots, I've set out measures that I believe 
need to be adopted now to protect our police, support 
affected small businesses, and strengthen our communities:  
 
1. Provide real financial help  – for everyone affected 
2. Ensure fast track planning for reconstruction 
3. Reverse the decision to cut 1,800 police officers 
 
For more details, please log on to my website, 
www.yourken.org.  

   

Ken Livingstone 

 

Labour’s Candidate 

for Mayor of London 

Join the Labour Party 

Nobody can be in any doubt that the last year 

has been both a fascinating and turbulent 

time in British politics, with Battersea witness 

to some of the worst scenes of civil disorder 

in a generation. Internationally, the Arab 

Spring is tearing up the political map in Libya, 

Syria and Egypt. Back at home David 

Cameron and the Tory-led coalition are 

struggling amidst the chaos, with Labour 

leader Ed Miliband pushing forward the 

debate, and paving the way for the next 

Labour government. There has never been a 

better time to join the Labour Party. 

    

At our monthly meetings we discuss these 

and many more relevant issues with people 

from all walks of life, from all ages and 

backgrounds.  

With regular contributions from MPs, 

community leaders, authors and local 

councillors, it's an opportunity to put our 

ideas into practice, effecting change and 

setting the policy and strategic direction of 

the Labour Party here in Battersea. Fear not 

though - it's not all politics! We have a 

monthly book club, an annual football and 

rounders tournament, and regular social 

events: this summer's activities included a 

BBQ, a wine tasting event, and a gig night.  

 

For more details, please get in touch. 

 

Will Martindale,  

Chair of Battersea Labour Party 

Tel: 020 7223 5306 or email: 

battersealabourparty@googlemail.com 



Battersea Labour Party 

177 Lavender Hill, London, SW11 5TE 

020 7223 5306 

www.labourbattersea.co.uk 

 

Latchmere Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Thursday 15th September 2011, 7pm, George Shearing Centre, Este Road 

07747 757397 

www.met.police.uk/teams/wandsworth/latchmere 

 

Wandsworth Council 

020 8871 6000 

www.wandsworth.gov.uk 

Housing Department: www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/100007/housing 

 

Labour Councillors 

Tony Belton tbelton@wandsworth.gov.uk 

Simon Hogg, shogg@wandsworth.gov.uk 

Wendy Speck, wspeck@wandsworth.gov.uk 

 

Wandsworth Council Resident Participation Officer 

Caryl Davies 
0208 871 86 38 

cdavies2@wandsworth.gov.uk 

 

Clapham Junction Town Centre Manager 

Lorinda Freint 

020 76273182 
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